
Message in a Bottle  
Solution  
By Neil Padgett  

Maryôs note next to the first scrap of paper indicated that they contributed to this puzzle. 

This is a standard logic problem as seen in puzzle books, magazines, etc.: the story presented contains a series of clues 
which, when combined with logical thinking, can be used to find the solution to the problem. 
 
You are given two grids ï a blank grid for finding the solution, and a second grid with seemingly random letters. The sec-
ond grid is not typical for this sort of puzzle and can be initially set aside. 
 
Then, the puzzle is solved using standard logic puzzle solving techniques ï specifically, marking a cell when the combi-
nation indicated by its row and column headers has been logically eliminated as a possible solution as determined from 
the clues. The puzzle is solved when only one combination is not marked per row/column within each box. 


