Rock Formations

Solution
By Adam Liechty

This puzzle consists of a 10x20 grid of characters and columns of 4-block shapes and integers. A quick look at the
shapes should bring Tetris to mind. In fact, the colors of the blocks are the same as the colors on Wikipedia’s Tetris arti-
cle.

Bryan’s notes lead you to follow the “path” with the sun next to it—the one with the a and I above it. If you play Tetris,
using the blocks in their given orientation and position, offset to the left or right based on the corresponding integer, you
end up with a large rectangle with some holes in it:
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For example, the first block, an “L”, if translated 4 to the left (-4) and dropped, ends up in the bottom-left corner.

Continue dropping blocks. But remember to follow Tetris rules and erase lines!
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The block causing the erase is shown in red. The above pictures show the board before and after erasing the line.



Finishing the column yields the following board:
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And plotting the absolute value of 5 — X yields:
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The text “Epsilon 1lI” instead tells you to use the blocks from the € column and the integers from the III column, since all
the paths are marked with Greek letters and Roman numerals:
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If we play a new Tetris game with € and 111, we get the following result:
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This looks much like a flag, and a quick look at
a list of countries’ national flags will rule out all
flags except for the one from Suriname. The
top row of letters inthe gridis (S____ A_ ),
which confirms the answer to the puzzle is
SURINAME.



