
To: PI3 Investigation Teams 

From: PI3 Situation Room 

 

8-November-2008  

 

 

Investigators, 

 

The Rosetta Stone was stolen from the British Museum. An anonymously donated granite stele installed in the same 

hall as the Rosetta Stone was revealed to be a modern-day Trojan horse. The stele concealed a smoke and incendiary 

device which detonated mid-day as a large tour group was passing through the room. The resulting smoke and heat 

activated the museum's life safety systems. Fortunately nobody was injured, and the smoke did not damage the  

museum's collection. 

 

A bronze medallion featuring a raised image of the western hemisphere was found in the Rosetta Stone's pedestal. 

We believe that this medallion may be the thief's calling card — an antiquated and prideful method of claiming credit 

for a crime without revealing one’s identity. PI3 units are scrutinizing the design on the medallion to determine if the 

images on the medallion can identify the culprit of this crime. 

 

Cameras in the museum captured glimpses of an average height, slightly overweight man and a tall black haired 

women wearing a red fedora running from the museum with a large bag. Scotland Yard has been unable to ascertain 

the identity of the thief, however they collected some puzzling clues from eye witnesses. Internal investigations have 

determined that these “statements” are genuine, although bizarre. 

 

Please investigate and report your findings to the situation room as soon as you sort out these puzzling clues and 

piece together any details. 

 

This is a challenging case, but we have confidence in your team. 

 

Good hunting. 

 

 

 

Willie Nabbem 

Watch Commander 

PI3 Situation Room 

 

Puzzle Investigators
Special Cases Unit

3

Case: 07-111317 

1. Evidence answers must be submitted to the situation room using the www.collegepuzzlechallenge.com website.  

2. Evidence answers submitted directly from an email account will not be accepted.  

3. Answers are a word or a short phrase. If in doubt, submit intermediate work to the situation room. Your question will be 

queued. The situation room can sometimes validate that you are heading in the correct direction.  

4. No puzzle requires the final solution or penultimate clues to be anagrammed. If letters are out of order, the puzzle provides a 

way to confirm the order of the letters to the final solution or clue.  

5. Do not interfere with other investigation teams by altering evidence on internet resources such as Wikipedia. 



Puzzle Investigators
Special Cases Unit

3
Evidence: 01-14-H 

Case: 07-111317 

Do It Rockapella — As she sneaks around the world, she was quite the stick-fingered filcher.  Oh, and she’s ruthless.  She 

scanned a knave, yeah… but you won’t have to worry about that.  Sometimes these things just don’t matter.  But what does 

matter is the shortest distance between two points, and that means digging... lots of it.  Because to follow her, you won’t be 

sneaking around the world… You’ll be tunneling through it.  And although she took much as she travelled, you may only take 

the Great Letters on the Great Disk as you touch them.  And once you take a Great Letter, you mustn’t take it again.  

Witness: Adam Liechty 
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Evidence: 01-26-E  

Case: 07-111317 

Trouble in Pac-Land 

Is there no sanctity left anywhere?  Even the good name of our beloved Pac-Man has been tainted as steroids have run rampant 

throughout the country, and the ghosts have been linked to the distribution.  Everyone has been a bit on edge, and Pac-Man 

just learned that one of the ghosts has kidnapped his girl, and roid-rage is starting to kick in.  We need to help him locate Ms. 

Pac-Man as quickly as possible to find out what she knows, avoiding the ghosts along the way.  We should mention that he’s 

bulked up so much that every time he tries to go anywhere, he moves two squares at a time, so be careful about which way you 

travel and good luck maneuvering around the corners.  

Witness: Andy Crane 



Puzzle Investigators
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Evidence: 01-11-E  

Case: 07-111317 

Whatever it is 

We’ve found some detailed correspondence between our suspect and one of his closest accomplices.  After a thorough      

background check, all we’ve been able to determine is that he’s got it, whatever “it” is. 

Witness: Andy Crane 

- Take advantage of a weakness ... Blow 

up 

- September '05 hurricane ... Single 

stranded genetic material 

- Slanted type (abbr.) ... Type of meat 

- A byte has 8 of these ... Super Mario 

____. 

- Green __ envy ... One of the seven 

deadly sins 

- Zip code 54466 ... Zip code 06479 

- Guest stay ... Version of Windows 

- Citizen of Rome ... Citizen of Moga-

dishu 

- Make a sweater ... Was familiar with 

- Yearned ... Was born, like a bird 

- Be patient ... Branch Davidian locale 

- Stuff used to catch fish ... Like George 

Costanza 

- Part of ICU ... Hit Ctrl-Z 

- Braid ... Foliage or shrubbery 

- Component of a list ... Long part of a 

flower 

- Set of promises ... Moses gave 10 of 

these 

- Frodo, Bilbo, and friends ... Calvin's 

buddy 

- Darth Vader or Darth Maul ... Display 

of relief 

- Tennessee football player ... Compari-

son word 

- Bank card ... Amounts owed 

- Congressman Fossella ... It killed the 

Radio Star 

- Gentleman's dress attire ... Bubbles in 

the sink 

- Exercise for the abs ... Enlist 

. . . 

. . . 
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Evidence: 01-02-M 

Case: 07-111317 

Nurikabe 

The museum admission clerk saw this piece of paper fall from the back pocket of one of the people carrying the Rosetta Stone 

out of the museum.  We believe she likes logic puzzles, but this may be more than a standard puzzle. 

Witness: Mitch Jewell 
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Evidence: 01-29-M 

Case: 07-111317 

Who the $€£¥¤! 

Found on the corner of 5th and Jefferson. Witnesses claim this is yet another item that fell out of the perpetrator’s wallet.  

Witness: Tiffany Dohzen 

K ¤ G U E S A S U 

E L I N C O L N C 

R T E O N M Y R S 

E A T L E A R U E 

S T N Q P U A B N 

L O K H S E L E E 

A G U I N A L D O 

T Z L A U R I E R 

A L G A N D H I ¤ 
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Evidence: 01-05-M 

Case: 07-111317 

Wordplay 

While looking for clues, PI3 found this list of definitions to fake words. At first it appeared useless, but then someone noticed 

that each fake word is made up of two known words, where the last syllable of the first word sounds the same as the first      

syllable of the second word. 

Witness: Tammy Culter 

1. Syntactic place to dock (7, 6) 
 
2. Chase after raw fish (6, 5) 
 
3. Cranky legume (6, 6) 
 
4. Sea officer cooked just until firm (7, 7) 
 
5. Cartoon subject of study (5, 5) 
 
6. By the book frozen dessert (6, 7) 
 
7. Over grilling a carnival game (8, 8) 
 
8. Inside the world wide web (6, 8) 
 
9. Bestial large fish (7, 8) 
 
10. Ketchup in your mind (9, 6) 



 

 

  Use Woolery. And 

  Select other sex. Go on 

  Exciting blind date  (5,3) 

 

  Voice causes boredom 

  Is rich from Nixon Speeches 

  Get it back from him (1) 

 

  Each door holds a prize 

  No zonks! With Monty Hall games 

  Everyone can win! (7) 

 

  Rely on your gut 

  Earn your money with questions 

  Call a friend for help (15, 23, 4) 

 

  I know a secret 

  Please, only one word clues 

  Help? None is given (1,2) 

 

  Early buzzing wins 

  Rephrase in question form please 

  Keep your wager low (1) 

 

  Eager to backstab 

  You’re dead at tribal council 

  Without your torch lit (6) 

 

  Obscured from view. Find 

  Right guy by questioning three 

  Date for free and see (9, 10) 

 

  Test basic knowledge 

  Really embarrassing fact 

  If the kid knows more (13, 6) 

 

  Visit countries fast 

  Ignore friend’s faults and succeed 

  Ask for a detour (7) 

Puzzle Investigators
Special Cases Unit

3
Evidence: 01-24-H  

Case: 07-111317 

Poetry Slam 

Although we don’t know much about the lady with the fedora, we do know that she loves poetry. This artifact was recovered at 

the scene of the crime, but we can’t find the true meaning behind it. Can you make sense of it?  

Witness: Hemanth Srinivas 
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Evidence: 01-22-M 

Case: 07-111317 

Travel Brochure  

I followed the suspect across the bridge as he made his way from the bank by the light rail station to the meeting place, a 

smoky bar, where he was immediately drawn to a rack of colorful magazines. I felt certain that this was a familiar cue from his 

handler—chalk it up to experience. He flipped open a copy of Flag Fancy magazine to an advertisement for vacation packages, 

thought for a while, then dropped it on the table before running out. Is this the break we needed in the case? Signs point to yes.  

Witness: Leo Gertsenshteyn 

Vexillological Enrichment Tours 

 
Price* 

¶ Hamburg; Flanders; Vatican City; Hong Kong  

¶ Monaco; Tokyo  

¶ Isle of Man  

¶ Poland  

¶ Phoenix; Wallonia  

¶ Styria; Libya  

*Total cost varies. Please call for details.  
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3
Evidence: 03-30-E 

Case: 07-111317 

Ȋŭr
2
y Ȋů? 

This piece of evidence yielded strange diagrams and equations, but we couldn’t decipher the symbols that came out of it.  

Can you help? 

Witness: Jen Maertens 
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3
Evidence: 01-10-H 

Case: 07-111317 

ScRaBBAl 

The game of ScRaBBAl is a variation of the popular board game Scrabble.  The scoring rules and game play are virtually identi-

cal, though a different set of tiles with no blanks are used, and players can hold and play many more tiles (no “bingo” bonus for 

playing all tiles in hand). 

NeO has been keeping score in a game and taking notes on the words used.  The clue for the final word is missing, but it should 

be pretty evident from the board and the point value, as well as the tiles played.  This game began with Player 1 starting a word 

on the center square (a double word score premium) and reading to the right. 

Witness: Everett Yip 

Points Notes Points Notes

1 1956 Involves oneself with; engages oneself in 590
Formalized admission into a group or status, sometimes 

with a ceremony

2 2444
Having an abnormal fear of the strange or 

foreign
1044

A small firm pillow stuck with needles or pins as a means 

of holding them until they are needed.

3 2956 One billionth of a second 1568 An owned article

4 3406
The eating of flesh of an animal by another 

animal of the same type
2080 Vaccination

5 3858 Dogs 2484 р ǘƛƭŜǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘΧ
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